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bers of the community dance project shape up into a koala
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A bucket ballet

HO needs an auditorium,
WOrchestra and stage
props to be artistically
fulfilled when you can dance on
the beach with a plastic bucket?
Participants in the Australian
Youth Dance Festival have ex-
plored bucket-loads of ideas for
open-air performances during
rehearsals this week.

The result can be seen on the
beach at Alma Bay this after-
noon when they present a com-
munity dance project, inspired
solely by 50 or so plastic buckets
and a Magnetic Island tourist
brochure.

“Most of us are visitors, so the
piece is about the idea of seeing a
new place for the first time,”
choreographer Tim Newth, of
Darwin, said.

Newth said he had developed
the work over three afternoons
with fellow choreographers Beth
Shelton, of Melbourne, and
David Micken, of Townsville.

‘“We start with the initial
excitement of arriving for the
festival and checking out the
place and each other,” he said.

By IAN FRAZER

“Then we look at different
processes of working together.”

The choreographers were in-
spired by a Magnetic Island
tourist brochure describing the
island as the “koala capital of
Australia” and decided to get the
young dancers to represent kKo-
alas and other animals and
birds.

Small groups came up with
graceful possums and rock
wallabies, reticent curlews, su-
perior eagles and hawks and
flapping parrots.

The workshops held in the
cool, concrete wasteland of a dis-
used Sturt Street supermarket
enabled collaborations between
visiting dance students and
teachers.

For example, the bucket-eared
koala was assembled by visitors
from Rockhampton, Perth,
Cairns and Hobart.

Dancers from the Townsville
Academy of Performing Arts
and Mornington Island will be
taking part in today's perform-
ance, starting at 3.30pm.

Australian Dance Youth Fes-
tival, with 250 participants is one
of Australia’s biggest dance fes-
tivals.

Australian Dance Council
executive director Julie Dyson
said on Thursday the event had
been a “fantastic success”.

She was uncertain of when it
would return to Townsville, with
a couple of other NSW and
Victorian regional centres hav-
ing bid for future festivals.

“We want to move to different
regional centres, with Armidale
in NSW mentioned as a possi-
bility,” she said.

Ms Dyson said about 100
dancers would be involved this
afternoon and the remaining 150
would come to watch, then enjoy
a farewell dinner at Arcadia,




